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Introduction to 1 Thessalonians

With the interest in the end times, the Thessalonian epistles are interesting studies for many

While they do contain end time teaching - 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 2:19; 3:11-13; 4:13-5:11; 5:23; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2:1-12   

Yet, the real emphasis in on living the life of joy and hope -  1 Thessalonians 1:2-5; 2:7-8, 11-12, 17-20; 3:1-12; 4:1-12; 2 Thess. 1:3-4, 11-12; 2:13-14, 16-17; 3:5, 16, 18
While recognizing the promise of the coming end…the real issue is living rightly today

Paul had only been with the brethren for a short time, they were very dear to him

Paul expresses his joy, giving thanks for their spiritual depth – 1 Thessalonians 1:2

He remembers their past – 1 Thessalonians 2:13, 14 and their present 2:19, 20
Note also: 1 Thessalonians 3:9

1 Thessalonians 4:9, 10

1 Thessalonians 5:11

2 Thessalonians 1:3, 4; 2:13

These epistles highlight the marks of a healthy, growing church

They give the responsibilities of the leaders to the congregation – 1 Thessalonians 5:12, 14, 15

Congregation to leaders – 1 Thessalonians 5:13, 25 – 28 

The need to grow spiritually – 1 Thessalonians 5:16 – 22

Be strong in persecution – 1 Thessalonians 2:14 – 16 

It was on his second missionary journey that Paul first visited Thessalonica - Acts 17:2

Reason for letter to them

Because of a Jewish inspired riot, Paul had been forced to leave Thessalonica, going to Berea

In this letter, Paul expresses his sorrow at having to leave them – 1 Thessalonians 2:17, 18

He was concerned about them and, though he would have liked to have him with him, Paul sent Timothy to minister to them – 1 Thessalonians 3:1, 2, 5

When Timothy returns to Paul, it is occasion for great rejoicing – 1 Thessalonians 3:6 – 9

Yet, there were concerns at Thessalonica so Paul’s letters call them to not lose faith in him or in the Lord’s promised return

